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Protect

Being a parent is the world’s most 
rewarding job, and it can also be one of 
the scariest, especially when you open  
the envelope for the first insurance bill 
that covers your new driver or when you 
hand over the keys and send your child 
out on his or her first solo drive. For 
months and even years after that, you get 
that sick feeling of worry in your stomach 
when you hear sirens and know that your 
child may be on the road, after dark, 
or possibly in poor weather conditions. 
You may find yourself pacing nervously 
by a window or continuing to check the 
driveway, waiting for the reassuring sound 
of the car pulling in.

In 2011, many parents in our little part 
of the world never heard that comforting 
sound. The news was painfully full of 
stories of tragic car accidents involving 
teenagers, and every accident made 
observers ask, “What can we do to stop 

this from happening again?” 

One very negative reaction to that question is to say 
that nobody can do anything to improve teenagers’ 
driving because teenagers will always believe that they’re 
invincible. A much better approach is to say that these 
accidents are often the results of bad choices that 
teenagers make, so better 
training will help young 
drivers make smarter choices 
and prevent many accidents. 

The dangers of the road are 
real, but short of refusing 
to allow your teen to drive 
or even ride as a passenger 
with another young driver, 
what’s a parent to do? Well, 
although there certainly are 
no guarantees, there are 
things you can do to prepare 
your children to be safe 
drivers and to increase the 
odds of their getting through 
those teen driving years 
unscathed.

Of course, the message that teenagers are not actually 
invulnerable often bounces off their ears when it comes 
from their parents. That’s why, at Ross Insurance, we 
offer parents and young or soon-to-be drivers what we 
call “The Talk.”

Young drivers seem to listen to and perhaps “hear” this 
talk better than most other standard parental ‘lectures.’ 
Maybe it’s because it takes place in a professional office 
setting, or maybe it’s because it is coming from an 
unbiased third party (and Certified Insurance Counselor) 
rather than from the parents themselves. But whatever 
the reason, both parents and young drivers have been 
very receptive to this service, and they appreciate the 
sharing of our experience.

At “The Talk,” we discuss the benefits of designing a 
parent-child “contract” in which both parties agree to 
certain criteria that the young driver must meet in order 
to maintain driving privileges. Such an agreement might 
include things such as mandatory use of seatbelts, when 
and where a car may be driven, the use of any mobile 
devices or music while driving, along with other potential 
distractions such as eating, applying makeup, etc. 
Although the new law in Pennsylvania has some impact 
for the first six months, you may also want to include a 

stipulation on whether or not passengers (or how many 
passengers) will be allowed in the car. 

During “The Talk,” we also touch on the most common 
causes of accidents involving young drivers, along with 
the financial impact of accidents and tickets, or even 
what type of car the young person may choose to drive. 
Some parents even elect to include stipulations on what 
happens if grades drop below a certain level, if their 
child is involved in an accident, or if the child receives 
a moving violation. “The Talk” covers driving and 
everything associated with it, and the overriding message 
is that driving is a privilege, not a right, and with every 
privilege come responsibilities. 

In addition to discussing safety and responsibility, you’ll 
also want to review the options on how best to handle the 
additional risk and insurance costs of covering the young 
driver’s exposure. Whether the decision is simply to add 
your child as another driver on your existing auto policy, 
or if it may be better to have the child purchase a vehicle 
in her own name and obtain her own insurance, both 
of these options have pros and cons, and you should 
consider all the details in order to make an intelligent, 
informed decision.

The odds that your teen will enjoy a safe and incident-
free driving experience will also increase if you provide a 
solid foundation of driver education and driver training. 
Most public schools continue to offer classroom driver’s 

education, which is an 
absolute must for any new 
driver. But many schools 
have done away with behind-
the-wheel driver training, so 
this responsibility now falls 
on the parents. Whether you 
feel competent enough to 
provide the level of training 
that your child needs or 
whether you choose to seek 
the help of a professional 
driving trainer, there’s no 
substitute for serious and 
comprehensive behind-the-
wheel training. Too often we 
see parents thrilled with the 
fact that junior can handle 
the parallel parking that it 
takes to pass the driving 

test, and that’s the extent of the training. 

What is really called for is some real world experience, 
which means solid time and experience in rain, snow, 
ice, heavy traffic, high-speed braking, accident avoidance 
and maneuvering… the works! I say, bring on the fire 
and brimstone! I’d much rather throw everything at them 
while they have a competent adult in the passenger seat 
talking them through it than risk having them encounter 
this stuff for the first time when they’re all alone, or 
worse, with a carload of their friends. The more and the 
better the training, the less likely they’ll be to panic, and 
the better their ability to make decisions under pressure 
will be.

As your teenager approaches the age when driving 
becomes a topic of conversation, remember that although 
this rite of passage is a big event, it will take some careful 
thought and planning if you want to properly protect 
your assets and give your teen the best chance of having 
these first years of driving be uneventful. And be sure to 
involve your independent insurance agent in the process. 
The advice at “The Talk” is free, and it can go a long way 
in helping to provide both you and your teenager with 
peace of mind. s
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